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like that. They lived under it and probably right now

it 1s a floor rather than a 11d. But | gust cannot see
how this would work in a county, and those officials are
el ected. Those people out there don't |ike what they

are doing. They certainly have every chance to renove
them and put sonebody in there that does operate the
county to their liking. But | guess | really am con-
cerned how it would really work. Are we going to have
inflation? Are we going have deflati on over the next severa
years'? | don't think anybody can tell us that. Here you
are going to freeze that fund out there at exactly what

it is beginning | suppose July 1st of next year when the
Medi care paynents are supposed to be built up to a size-
able fund. | Just don't see how it would work. Now as
far as putting a lid across the state in M. Jaksha's
threats, | don'0 doubt that he may try to do that, and |
don't even doubt that it will pass. | don't thilnk it
will. I think people will have nore sense than to fence
thenmselves in in the Constitution as we know t hose thi ngs
don't work very well.  But in case they do, | amnot about
to be threatened by anyone to make ne vote a certain way
in this body, and especially on that kind of an issue. So
I think Senator Haberman 1s trying to do sonething that

he feels is inportant and perhaps sone of his constituents
feel that way, but | amsure all of themdon' t. So |

woul d hope that you woul d defeat this and | eave | ocal
government run its business. W have got all we can do
right here. | hate to think that they weren't dolng as
good a gob as we have been doing the |last few days. Thank
you.

PRESI DENT: Approximately 22mnutes left and the Chair
recognizes Senator Sieck.

SENATOR SI ECK: M. President and nenbers of the body,

I voted on this bill to get it out of conmittee, but if

I had known what was going to happen to 604, | would have
never done that. This bill would have never conme out of
committee. | felt that we were golng to get the big hunk
of Medicare and that we had to send a nmessage here to the
county governnents, but as | see it now, | think our
counties are going to have a trenmendous inpact fromthis
particular bill. He is going to delay it a year with
this amendrment, | realize. But | would like to give you
a figure here what could happen and | consider that it

wi || happen. Next year the county's share of the cost,

it is contenplated 1n the state the Medicare will cost us
$159 mllion. Nine percent of that will be $14, 340, 000.
But we nust al so remenber that we have to pick up the
indigent cost and this will be increased because the rul es,



